
Congratulations! 
Our newest certified Service Dog 

teams with Teal vests are: Manel & 

Quinlan; Kay & Tucker; Emily & Reilly; 

Marjorie & Song; Lee & Kodiak; Teta & 

Ginger; Andre & Velvet; and Ed & Otto. 

Receiving their Canine Good Citizen 

certifications are Linda & Jasmine, Tom & 

D.O.G., McDee & Dexter, Fran & Redford, 

and Monika & Sasha. 
 

After Lee’s first service dog, Blackie, died, 

Lee contacted Desert Labrador Retriever 

Rescue and explained what kind of a dog he 

was looking for. DLRR brought Kodi 

down from Phoenix for a temperament 

assessment. Kodi  showed us his calm, 

eager to please personality, and he and Lee are now partners and best 

friends. 

Handi-Dogs Happenings December 2010 

Join us for 

WAG 
Wine Tasting & Auction 

Sunday, March 6, 2011 
4:00-6:00 p.m. 

with Appetizers catered by 

Feast 
 

$50 per person 
Raffle Tickets $10/each 

or 3 for $25 
Raffle items include a full,  

34 bottle Wine Cooler! 

What Happens 
to your Pets  

when you Die? 
Everything you ever wanted to 
know about writing a will that 
includes planning for your pets. 

 

Free & Open to the Public 
 

Monday, March 21, 2011 
10:00 - 12:00 

Veterinary Specialty Center 
4909 N. La Canada Drive 
Tucson, Arizona 85704 

 

Please RSVP to 
veronica@handi-dogs.org 

or 
(520) 326-3412 

The C.E.O. and the D.O.G. 

Our new Director of Goodwill (D.O.G.) is 

Spock. He works directly with our Canine 

Excellence Officer (C.E.O.), Joanie 

Mauger. Spock accompanies Joanie on her 

visits to community groups to talk about 

service dogs and what Handi-Dogs offers 

to the community. In his spare time, he is 

learning to be a Hearing-Ear dog for 

Joanie. 

Spock is a very mellow Standard Poodle. 

Poodles are very intelligent, and calm ones, like Spock, can be 

excellent service dogs. Joanie is experiencing the onset of a 

progressive hearing loss. Spock has passed his Canine Good Citizen 

test and Public Access Test, and is now 

working on identifying and alerting Joanie 

to specific sounds. 

After a morning walk, Spock spends most 

days at work with Joanie. He has a huge, 

fluffy dog bed for lounging between 

meetings, classes, and the hard work of 

soliciting head rubs. After work, he gets a 

walk, playtime with housemates Zoe & 

Izzy, dinner, and a massage from the C.E.O. 

Then he's ready to rest up for another big 

day at work as our official D.O.G.    
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Some Really Important Definitions:  
 

Humans = Think fast, learn fast, move fast. Annoyingly 

impatient. 
 

Dogs = Live in the moment. You want what? Sorry, I don't know 

that word. Let me think. Oh, look -- a bird! Isn't that great! What 

did you want? No, I don't remember what we learned lastweek. 

What is a lastweek? What is SitSitSit?  
 

Patience = What humans lack. 
 

Wait = Command given to impatient humans while they are trying 

to train their dogs, as in: "Ask your dog to Sit once, then Wait. 

Give him time to think." Used especially when human says "but my 

dog sits at home all the time" or "SitSitSit." 
 

New or Different Environment = The reason your dog will sit at home, but not in class, at the dog 

park, in a parking lot, etc. 
 

Dogs have a hard time understanding that "Sit" in your living room means the same thing as "Sit" at the 

dog park. It’s a completely different place, so isn’t there a different set of rules? Plus, smells, sights, and 

sounds are overwhelming him, and your puny little human word "sit" doesn't mean much. So go back to 

basics: 
 

¶ Get his attention back on you -- make a funny noise -- have a great treat. 

¶ When he looks at you, ask for a "sit." 

¶ Be patient and let him think about what you want. 

¶ If his attention wanders -- start over again. 
 

Arrived at Party. Opened the door for Mom by pushing the button with my nose.  
Greeted everybody. 

Ate doggie ice cream. 
Thought about eating Mom's ice cream, but didn't 'cause I'm not supposed to. 

Picked up Mom's cane for her. 
Sang Happy Birthday (ah roo roo roo). 

Found Mom's keys on the kitchen counter. 
Took a bow. 

Great party. Ready to go home now, 
Bubba 


